Warwick Schiller Performance Horsemanship

What to Expect at a Clinic
What will be covered at the clinic?

Because all clinics are filled with different horses & riders
of varying experience and knowledge, each clinic is different. They all bring horses with varying degrees of “problems” or things they perceive as problems and therefore it
depends on this when we are asked to give exact details of
what will be covered in each clinic.
What will be consistent at each clinic is that you will get
a demonstration of a thought process that all successful
horse people use when working with their horses. Warwick will use each rider and horse combination as another
way to demonstrate how the thought process can be applied successfully while working through any problems or
steps in the process.
This is very beneficial to spectators, because once you
understand the thought process, you will be able to apply
it to your own horse and situation and then the possibilities
are endless.

What can I expect from the clinic?

Here is what you can expect at the clinics (intermediate
clinics are slightly different in that there will be no groundwork done and the first day progresses faster without all of
the stories – do not read this to mean there won’t be any
stories :).
The first morning we start at 8AM with everyone present
for a "classroom" type of session. This sets the stage for
the rest of the clinic. There will be a total of 4 groups of 3
riders/handlers. Warwick is passionate about everyone
leaving the clinic knowing more about the Principles of
Training. Once you understand the principles, you can
make up your own methods and address problems in real
time with your horse.
The afternoon starts with 2 new groups of riders/handlers
and depending on the skill level, they may start with
groundwork and quickly proceed to riding, they may work
on groundwork all afternoon or a combination of both.
On the second day, the goal is to have everyone riding and
progressing through the steps of the process. This is usually the day when everyone has epiphanies and Warwick

links everything together from the first day. It is here that
we see the progress and celebrate in the changes.

What are the start and finish times?

Start time – 1st day: 8:00 AM
Finish time – 1st day: whenever everyone has had
attention, usually 6, sometimes later
Start time – 2nd day: 8:00 AM
Finish time – 2nd day: whenever everyone has had attention, usually earlier than first day, but sometimes later
About the Riders: Unless otherwise noted, riders are all
current online video subscription subscribers and are at
various stages of working with their horse through the process. The clinic is designed to give subscribers feedback
on how they are progressing through the process and help
them with any spots that they need help with. The riders
have been briefed through a longer document that is available for anyone to read on the clinics page of the website.
Most clinics have Facebook events, pages or groups. We
invite riders to share their story on these sites for everyone
to learn about them.
Spectator/Fencesitter Expectations: You are a guest,
albeit a paying guest to witness what is happening in the
arena. Without the riders, this clinic would not be happening. Please show them the respect, good thoughts and
collaboration that you would want if you were in the arena.
Remember, they all signed up to receive help – this means
that they are not perfect yet – they are a work in progress
(like all human beings). Please refrain from negative
discussions with your friends about what is happening in
the arena.
We have slightly changed the format of clinics to cut down
on the amount of stories that Warwick tells, so it may feel
like you are missing an inside joke at times if you don’t
subscribe yourself. This is not on purpose, but there are
over 650 videos (a couple weeks worth of time to watch if
you did it all day, every day), which cover a lot of the stories and analogies and Warwick’s training process in detail.
As we mentioned above, most clinics are filled with riders
who have been subscribing for at least 6 months and they
have heard these stories before.
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Other information:
n U
 sually

food and drinks are not available at the
venue, it is best to plan on this situation being true.

n P
 lease

bring your own chair, even if there are
grandstands/bleachers, your chair will be more
comfortable.

n N
 o

videoing please. Photos are fine but the
photos belong to WSPH – this includes professional photographers. You may not use pictures
without our consent.

n Y
 ou

can just show up and pay on the day. Entrance
is usually $25-$30 per day in local currency.

n M
 erchandise

is available in some locations.
Pre-orders are usually taken and organized through
the local clinic organizer (or the email listed on the
website under “contact” for the specific clinic)

n W
 hile

you will likely meet some awesome people
at these clinics, remember that the mission of the
clinic is education. Please don’t disrupt others
with talking, alcohol or drug abuse, or unrestrained
children.

n I f

you don’t like a lot of talking/story telling/
examples, this is probably not the clinic for you.

n I f

you are coming to be entertained and watch a lot
of action, this is probably not the clinic for you.
Warwick is an educator and if you come with the
desire to learn more about how you can help your
horse learn, then you will be happy with this clinic.

n W
 hat

you will find with Warwick is there will
be no frills, not a lot of excitement, no secret
methods, nothing patented, nor a big sales pitch.
What you will get is a straight forward, very
thoroughly explained, down to earth, educational couple of days.

General Clinic Information, cont.

Expectations of Everyone in attendance: If
you have been around the Facebook group or
watched any videos, you will notice the positive
vibe in everything that Warwick does. He truly
wants to help the riders in the clinics and he
wants to help the people watching as well. He is
very passionate about teaching every horse owner the Principles of horse training and doesn’t
want to miss any teaching opportunities. This
positive “vibe” is not an act, it is not something
that he does for show or is faked in any way. So,
let us be very clear: negativity at the clinics will
not be tolerated. It is simply uncalled for at any
time, in any situation at a Warwick Schiller clinic. From the minute you step onto the venue,
it is assumed that you want to learn as much as
the person sitting next to you and some of the
people sitting next to you are actual riders in the
clinic. Without the riders, nobody at the clinic
can learn. I will sum this portion up in one sentence, “If you can’t celebrate someone’s courage
for asking for help, please don’t attend or please
leave.” If you feel like someone at the clinic
is spreading negativity, please use this phrase
with our blessing. And if they don’t leave, then
please relocate yourself so that you can enjoy the
rest of the clinic.
Please also remember that even though you may
see super human like qualities, Warwick lacks
eyes in the back of his head and he doesn’t read
minds. In other words, he’s human too and will
make mistakes and miss opportunities. He is a
work in progress too (but we are searching for a
little mirror he can clip to his hat.)

Questions or concerns?
We realize that some people will have unique
questions or concerns and we try to address
these as best we can. If you have a special
request or need, please contact Robyn by email
at warwick@warwickschiller.com well BEFORE
the clinic dates to see if we can assist you.
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Clinic FAQs
____
Q: What do I have to
do to be able to attend a clinic?
A: For the basic clinic:
You need to have mastered focus for relaxation and
focus and bend both at home and away from home (or
you will work on this at the clinic). If riding, need to
have mastered the bending for relaxation at the walk and
trot and home and away from home**
**if you have not accomplished this by the time you register for the clinic, please list your plan to accomplish this
before the clinic and know you might work on only this.

____
Q: Do I really need to have taken my horse
away from home before attending a clinic
and perfect the FAR & FAB there?
A: Yes.
One of the principles of training is “Change 1 Thing at
a Time” and taking ahorse to a new place (1 change)
with a lot of other horses (2 changes) while the handler
is nervous about being in front of Warwick and a crowd
(3 changes) is too many changes to be fair to your horse.
If this part is not good, you may only work on this at the
clinic.

____
Q: If riding, do I really need to be able to
do the bending for relaxation and have
solved destination addiction, at the walk
and the trot, at home and away from
home, before the clinic?
A: Yes.

One of the principles of training is Change 1 Thing at a
Time. By doing this work at home first, then perfecting it
away from home, your horse will be prepared to work on
furthering their education at the clinic. If this part is not
good, then you may only work on this at the clinic.
____

Q: Why the new rules for what a horse
needs to be able to do?
A: Time

In the past, Warwick has spent most of his time at clinics
working on the very first thing. This takes quite a bit of
time and many times this is all that gets accomplished at
the clinic. These new requirements are to help everyone
get the most benefit out of both the subscription and the
clinic. This includes other participants who came prepared but get held back because others in their group have
not worked on the basics.

____

Q: How are the groups structured?
A: 4 Groups of 3

Only 12 participants are allowed in each clinic. Participants are divided into 4 groups of 3 and go for 2 hours
each.

